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Even though you won’t find the word ‘mission’ in an English
translation of the Bible, it is nevertheless a biblical word. Its
origin is the Latin word mittere, which occurs 136 times in the
New Testament in its Greek equivalent apostellein. In the
Gospels it refers to the sending of Jesus or the sending out of
the twelve by Jesus.

In this edition, we show you what mission looks like from
some of the familiar Crosslinks perspectives like church
planting in Europe and equipping church leaders in West
Africa. But we also want to show you what mission looks like
from some different angles.
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Jamie Read
Director of
Mission
Partnerships

At the very least, mission looks like being sent from one place
to another, or being a sender of such people. The implication
is that every Christian has a part to play in mission, whether as
those sent or those sending.

32 Montgomery Road
Belfast BT6 9HL

no. 1164474 and a registered

You might be more comfortable thinking about what
discipleship looks like or what evangelism looks like. But
mission? It can be hard to describe. How broad should
we go? Does it include everything Christians do to be
salt and light in the world? Or does it just account for the work
of a small group of enthusiastic Christians who live and serve
in other countries?

If you would like extra copies of this magazine,
or would prefer to receive it by email, contact the
Mission Partnerships Team on 020 8691 6111
or email contact@crosslinks.org
This publication is also available at
crosslinks.org/resources

We asked two teenagers to share their experiences of life
overseas. A pastor speaks up about the blessing of mission
partnerships during the ongoing pandemic. And we look at
how we care for mission partners from the kitchen table.
We hope that as you read on you’ll see what mission looks
like not only for us but for you too.
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For
Crosslinks
MISSION Looks Like...
If you didn’t already know, Crosslinks celebrates its
centenary next year in 2022. You will be hearing much more
about that very soon so consider the starting gun fired!

John McLernon
Crosslinks
Mission Director

As we prepare for celebrations that will give thanks for one
hundred years of gospel ministry, we will be using this year
to evaluate our contribution to the next… well, how many
years should we say? If 2020 has taught us anything it is
to not hold too tightly to plans we have made. Yet at the
same time we shouldn’t just coast along in neutral. Let’s just
say for now that we will be using this year to evaluate our
contribution going forward.
The question we are starting to ask ourselves is, ‘Is
Crosslinks still relevant?’ Our purpose is summed up in
five words ‘God’s word to God’s world’ – but how effective
are we (Crosslinks staff, mission partners, supporting
churches and individuals) at doing this? How effective are
we as ministers of God’s word? How can we best serve the
churches we partner with overseas? How can we best serve
churches here in the UK and Ireland?
These are indeed big questions to ask! And I’ll be putting
a lot of time to these questions this year. Why? Because I
know that God’s word stills needs to go to the world.
For the last 99 years, Crosslinks workers have been
involved with providing a Christian response to issues such
as hunger, the environment and injustice – but their main
ministry has remained gospel proclamation. Proclamation

4

of the gospel and training others who will do it are at the
core of who Crosslinks is and what we do. There are other
charities out there who focus solely on concerns such as
persecution or modern slavery or poverty or social injustice
and many more, and these organisations allow Crosslinks to
keep its focus on gospel proclamation. For Crosslinks, mission
means letting the proclamation of Jesus Christ be what sets
the agenda for every other good endeavour we can do in the
world.
You see there are many things we could do but nothing on
earth is more powerful than proclaiming the gospel. In his
letter to the Church in Rome the Apostle Paul says, ‘For I am
not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes…’
(Romans 1:16). When God speaks his own
words incredible things happen (just look
at Genesis 1:3). So when we speak God’s
word (the gospel) he uses the words
that come out of our mouths to make the
most fantastic things happen! Instead of
facing God’s wrath, those who believe are
made righteous in his sight and will spend
an eternity in his presence. What can
compare with that?

“

Until the Lord returns there will be a need
to proclaim the gospel. So, at Crosslinks,
we will keep making sure we’re helping
Christians around the world play their
part in this word-based, life-altering work.
Throughout this year, we’ll keep thinking
how best Crosslinks can help you. And
maybe you can think about how you can
get more involved with taking God’s word
to God’s world?

For Crosslinks,
mission means
letting the
proclamation
of Jesus Christ
be what sets
the agenda for
every other
good endeavour
we can do in
the world.
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Ways to get
involved
Stand with us
We need faithful partners to support
our work in prayer and giving to
ensure we grow for as many years
as God gives us.
Go to crosslinks.org/give to donate
towards our central costs.

get behind a
mission partner
By praying for and giving towards
overseas gospel mission, you’re
playing a part in frontline mission in
another country.

Help your church
in its global
mission work
Does your church regularly pray for
the gospel to reach the unreached
overseas? Does your church family
know what it looks like to play a part
in God’s mission?

Go overseas
with the gospel
Short-term, long-term – even virtual!
There’s still a great need for more
workers for God’s harvest field and
many nations around the globe have
far fewer gospel workers than the
UK or Ireland.
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We’re here
to help
If you want to be linked with a
mission partner you can pray for or
give to, email Peter:
ptibbott@crosslinks.org
We’ve got two great bible study
guides that you can use with your
church. They’re designed to help
you find out what God says mission
is all about. Check them out at
crosslinks.org/resources or ask us to
send you some copies:
contact@crosslinks.org
Why not show our series of short
mission videos as part of your
church services? Each one explains
one aspect of what it looks like to
be a partner in God’s global mission.
Ask Helen to send you a copy:
hburns@crosslinks.org
We’ve got 99 years’ experience
sending men and women overseas
as mission partners – email Beth if
you’d like us to help you take that
step too:
bbuchanan@crosslinks.org

MISSION Looks Like...

Training national
workers
We asked Rick Creighton, a mission partner
in Nigeria, to tell us what mission looks like for
overseas workers in Africa.

NiGERIA
NiGERIA

When people are discussing the state of the Church in Africa,
you often hear this phrase popping up: ‘The Church is a mile wide
and an inch deep.’ Let me explain.
It is certainly true that the Church in Africa is ‘wide’. In Nigeria, where
I work, the total population is 200 million and about 50% claim to have some sort
of Christian affiliation – that’s about 100 million Christians just in Nigeria! It is also
certainly true that, sometimes, the Church is not that ‘deep’. For example, the
majority of bible college students that I train are first or second generation Christians
and most of the rest will only be third generation believers. Previous generations
have followed African Traditional Religions (witchdoctors and so on). This can mean
that in times of trouble church members quickly revert back to seeking ‘charms’ and
other traditional or animistic remedies.
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The lack of depth is also a result of there being limited training
opportunities: some smaller churches end up being pastored by
younger guys who have not had much or any formal training.

hundreds, not just thousands, not just hundreds
of thousands but, literally, millions – all within the

But it is (of course) not universally true that the African Church
is always ‘an inch deep’. Many believers know the Scriptures
in great depth and have a mature and growing faith in Christ.
There are a number of bible colleges that offer thorough
and consistent training for church leaders. To quote another
proverb, this is more than just ‘a drop in the ocean’. But, the
‘ocean’ of need is very large and the ‘much more than a drop’
of mature Christian leadership is still easily swamped by the
size of the challenge.

I’ve been in Nigeria for nine years with my wife
Alanna and our three children. We were based
in Kagoro but last summer we moved to Jos. I’m
currently teaching online courses for two sister
colleges based in Kagoro and Jos but, when the
pandemic has receded, I’ll teach predominantly
in Jos. The students who come here are mostly
from northern Nigeria, aged anything from 20 –
50 but with the majority in their late 20s. When
they graduate most end up as church pastors,
RE school teachers or church planters – again
largely in northern Nigeria.

The situation is set to get more intense. Most population
projections anticipate that Nigeria will double its population
by 2050 – that’s an extra 200 million people in the next 30
years! That will mean an extra 100 million people within the
Christianised community. If Nigeria is going to have enough
Christian leaders to keep up with this population group – that
is, just enough to maintain the level of Christian engagement
in society that there presently is – then Nigeria will need
to train 1 to 2 million new church leaders in the next three
decades. If Nigeria intends to make any evangelistic impact
within the 50% of the country who follow other religions,
and if Nigeria intends to have a missional impact in other
countries, then the need to train leaders becomes even
greater.
Here’s another way to say this: any time you have significant
evangelistic success, you automatically create a significant
discipleship challenge. Over the past 100 years, in God’s
goodness, there has been tremendous evangelistic success
in sub-Saharan Africa. This has consequently created a huge
discipleship challenge. Meeting that challenge faithfully
requires a whole new generation of disciplers – not just
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next few decades.

So, what does mission look like for the
expatriate missionary in Africa? We
can make an important, strategic and
significant contribution to this training
challenge. After all, there is no way the
UK and Ireland could send anything like a
million missionaries in the next
30 years!

“

Nigeria
will need
to train
1 to 2
million
new church
leaders
in the
next three
decades

Rick Creighton and family
with student Nyella.

Could you help meet this training challenge in Africa?
We’re currently recruiting for bible teachers to join colleges in The
Gambia, Kenya and Uganda. If you’re interested in these positions or
want to enquire about serving in another country, drop Beth an email:
bbuchanan@crosslinks.org
Lots of faithful pastors want to train for ministry but can’t afford to do so.
It’s thought that 95% of pastors worldwide haven’t had any theological
or ministry training. Could you contribute towards a pastor’s college
fees? Go to crosslinks.org/sponsor-a-pastor
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Other evangelism includes things such as a stall
at the May Day fair or in the Christmas market.
At these, we invite people to an event in a
coffee shop in the city where we host a themed
discussion by a specialist. A recent event was
on Christian ethics and the frontiers of medical
science. At other times we have had help from
our supporters who are at the top of their
professions: they have travelled here from the
UK and (with the help of translators) given a talk
followed by a discussion. These events have
drawn in a lot of non-Christians and have been
a great witness for Christ. Some who attended
have subsequently come to follow-up courses
such as Christianity Explored or Life Explored
and we’ve seen many people come to know
Christ through these courses.

Frontline
Evangelism
At a glance, Europe might look like it’s doing
quite well in global mission terms. However, if you
look a little deeper you’ll see that Europe is the
continent with the lowest percentage of evangelical
Christians. So what does mission look like? Jirka
and Keira Kralovi have been working in the Czech
Republic since 2008, largely in student ministry but
also with other groups and organisations across the
country. They tell us more.

The Czech Republic ranks as the third most Atheist country in the world1. Despite this,
at present there is freedom to share the gospel and there are many opportunities to
explain the hope that we have in Jesus to people.
In general, Czechs don’t know what Christianity is and they don’t have
preconceptions about Christians or churches. As there is little Christian presence
in the Czech Republic – few believers and few churches – we focus on grassroots
evangelism.
We start by sharing the gospel in the street by speaking to people and giving out
flyers and tracts. We are then able to invite anyone who is interested to events
we are running. We also advertise these events by putting up posters around the
university, online etc. Events include Christmas services, Christianity Explored
courses or meetings with special evangelistic preaching. Jirka has also been invited
to do more academic type bible expositions – such as for student societies at the
university. Typically there has always been a lot of interest in these events from
Czech non-believers, both students and non-students.

Another key part of frontline
evangelism is grounding
Christians in the faith. We lead
new believers through an
introduction to the Bible and
they hear the Bible preached
on Sundays in church and, if
they’re students, on Tuesday
nights. Hearing preaching on
a particular theme encourages
Christians and these new believers to
see how the Bible fits together. Jirka preaches
through the Bible in an expository way which really helps
show God’s plan and his grace. Recent preaching series have
included Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Psalms, Thessalonians and Ephesians.

1. WIN-Gallup International poll
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For the students there is also more intensive teaching when we have weekends
away. These take place in a cottage somewhere in the countryside or in a house in
a Czech village. During this time Jirka will usually have five different teaching slots
with prayer and discussion afterwards. It’s a great way to get to grips with a certain
part of the Bible, make friends, get outside and take some exercise. Often nonChristians are invited and are able to get to know Christians who love the Lord. It is
very interesting for them to come to something like that and to see the Bible being
opened up and explained. Sometimes we have been very blessed to have a team
from the UK join us on these weekends.
For us mission also includes training others how to teach the Bible. Jirka regularly
teaches in bible schools, leads seminars on youth weekends and speaks at
university society events and summer camps. The depth and quality of teaching is
particularly important in strengthening the Czech Church.
On top of all of this, we are launching a church plant, together with a Czech
denomination. There is a huge shortage of bible teaching churches in the Czech
Republic so this will be a massive help to our efforts to reach unbelievers and
disciple believers. For some years we have been driving 22 miles each way to get
12

to a church in a small town. Now we have started a church close by in the city of
Olomouc. We will be able to bring our neighbours and friends and also those in the
city who we share the gospel with.
After 12 years of being here we can see how Czech Christians have graduated from
university and are living faithful Christian lives in what is a very atheistic country. We
have kept in touch with past students, particularly those who first believed through
the student ministry in Olomouc. It is a joy to see that they are now active members
of churches all around the Czech Republic and even in Slovakia.
They serve through being elders, small group leaders, leaders on
evangelistic camps and camp organisers. Some are full-time
Christian workers and some are parents, teaching another
generation about the Lord Jesus. They have kept the
connections with each other and have made a big
difference to the young Church in the Czech Republic.

Could you play a part in this ministry in the Czech Republic? Jirka and
Keira need people who can give to and pray for their frontline work.
Find out more and get involved at crosslinks.org/jirka-and-keira-kralovi
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Short-term mission
placements
You’ve probably heard it said, ‘What can really be achieved on a
short-term mission trip?’ Can it really be a valuable way to play a part
in God’s mission? Adam Tomalin first served in South Africa on his gap
year and is now back there on another short-term placement.
So, it’s June 2016 and I’ve just spent four and half months living and
serving at a church in Johannesburg. I came back enriched with a
greater understanding of the country’s history, picked up parts of new
languages, met lots of wonderful people from all over the world, tried
lots of new food, developed in my ability to read and communicate
God’s word and, amazingly, the list could continue. This experience
– this short time in South Africa – shaped the next couple of years of
my life in the UK. And it didn’t stop there – my short-term trip went on
to instigate a complete change of direction for me going forward.
From January to June 2016 I went to serve at Hope Church in
Johannesburg as part of my gap year. It’s a cheesy
line but I can genuinely say, ‘I went away on a gap
year which changed my life’ because it was that
impactful! After completing this initial
short-term placement and once back
in the UK, I felt the Lord lay it on my
heart to pursue a second period of
full-time ministry and to go back to
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“

I’ve been learning the
importance of relying and
trusting in a sovereign God

Johannesburg to do this. I decided that I would commit for a two-year
period while discerning whether doing full-time word-based ministry
longer term is what God wants me to do and also if he was calling me to
do this in South Africa.
I’ve now been back in South Africa for three years and in that time
a lot has happened. To start with, I’ve had time to develop strong
relationships. This has largely happened as I’ve got to know more
people in the church community, their friends and as I’ve lived with
different groups of people.
I’ve also pressed hard into prevalent issues such as race, inequality,
poverty and gender-based violence and I’ve seen how the gospel
speaks into these areas. As well as this, I’ve developed in my ministry
roles. I started back here as a church intern serving in music and youth
ministry. Then I found myself doing more student ministry and now I am
the youth worker of the church.
The things I’ve learnt and picked up have been
invaluable:
I’ve been learning the importance of relying
and trusting in a sovereign God in all things.
This, in turn, has stirred up courage and
strength to step out in ways I would
never have thought of before.
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A laptop on the
dining table and
back-to-back
Zoom calls!
I’ve been reminded that our primary identity is not in our own culture or
ethnicity, although these are still important. I’ve been humbly reminded how
beautifully diverse our world and contexts are and how important it is to strive
for unity in that diversity. It’s also been great to experience more of how big the
wider Church is and how far God’s mission stretches.
And then, to wrap that all together, it’s been humbling to see more clearly
how relevant the gospel is to so many more areas than I previously perceived.
You can know this as head knowledge but that’s different from the reality
permeating your heart and having a transformative impact on your life and
ministry.
So, in short, short-term mission is incredibly valuable. Short-term mission
is mission! If you get the chance, I would recommend exploring different
opportunities to serve in this way.

Check out current opportunities for short-term trips at
crosslinks.org/short-term-opportunities
Though international travel is limited at present, now is a great time to
plan for when restrictions are lifted! We’ve sent five individuals out on
new short-term placements in the last few months and are accepting
applications for 2022 gap year teams.
Go to crosslinks.org/gap-year-teams
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If global mission is all about gospel
proclamation to the nations, how can sitting at
a table in a corner of London be helping?
We asked Crosslinks staff member Beth Buchanan
a few questions to find out more:

Beth, Describe your Workspace during
the last year:
I have been working at my dining table since 19 March 2020. This has
the advantage of giving me a view onto the street as well
as the back garden so, during the lockdowns,
it’s been reassuring to see that people
still live in London whilst also
enjoying the birds
that visit the feeder! I
certainly do not miss
the commute but I have
missed spending time
with mission partners,
who usually pass
through the office whilst
on home assignment.
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What does a typical
day at the dining
table look like?
Near back-to-back Zoom calls or virtual
meetings and innumerable WhatsApp
chats! These might be internal meetings
with staff or the board of trustees, or chats
with mission personnel around the world.
In between the calls, it is business as usual
with all that is entailed with caring for our
personnel on the field. My job title is Director
of Mission Personnel so I play my part in
God’s mission by supporting the 100+ global
Crosslinks workers. I provide pastoral support
for mission partners and help my team to
give practical and administrative support to
mission partners, short-term volunteers and
those who receive Crosslinks bursaries.

“

I play my
part in God’s
mission by
supporting
100+ global
Crosslinks
workers

How has the pandemic affected the
member care Crosslinks offers?
Well firstly it has put paid to my annual pastoral visits to
mission partners. I was sorry that my scheduled trips to the
Czech Republic, Northern Ireland and Kenya were cancelled.
But, however tired we all are of tech, the pandemic has led to
online communication being a wonderful tool for enabling me
to keep in touch with everyone. I have regular conversations
with personnel on the field and have carried out ministry review
meetings remotely, as so many were not able to take place inperson due to cancelled home assignments.
Another way the pandemic has actually assisted our member
care is that it has sped-up the roll-out of our kids programme.
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We now run monthly Zoom calls for the children of our mission
partners, to connect them with one another for encouragement
and support. A highlight for the younger ones was show-and-tell
when two kittens joined the call! As a spin-off of this, a group
of mums have formed a WhatsApp group to share learning and
encourage one another in their ministry.
In the early days of the pandemic, work was fairly unrelenting as
we kept up-to-date with swiftly changing situations around the
world and helped personnel decide whether they ought to return
to the UK. We had three gap year teams in Africa and much work
went into getting them back on evacuation flights after all borders
were closed to commercial flights. We very sadly took the decision
to cancel gap year teams this year but have begun planning for
2022. We have still been able to send individual short-termers
and our study partner programme has not stopped – we continue
to offer funding for new students at bible colleges in underresourced nations.

Are there any new opportunities for
global gospel mission at this time?
I have been so encouraged by the number of people enquiring
about opportunities to take God’s word to God’s world. Interviews
and selection panel meetings have gone ahead – via Zoom of
course! I am busy preparing for our orientation course which we
hope to be able to run in July, preparing new mission partners for
overseas service. The current batch of new mission partners are
looking to serve in Africa, Asia and Europe and we are excited
to be exploring a wide range of ministry opportunities in these
places.
A new way you could get involved in mission this year is by supporting
people like Beth. The Crosslinks office teams need financial and prayer
support in addition to the funds we send to overseas workers. After all,
sitting at a desk in rainy London can be mission too!
This part of Crosslinks’ work is currently underfunded so please go to
crosslinks.org/give and select ‘central support’ from the dropdown.
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PUT OUR MONEY WHERE OUR MOUTH IS and give
generously not only to our mission partners’ personal
budget but also to Crosslinks – the society who
practically and pastorally support them day-to-day.

MISSION Looks Like...

Being a church partner
How do you manage
to keep global mission
on the radar of your
church family?

Neil leads St Giles’
Church in Derby.
It’s in a multi-cultural,
inner-city suburb, with
two mosques within a
stone’s throw of the front
door. We asked Neil some
questions about how
everyone in the church
is playing a part in global
mission without stepping
out of Derby.
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There are so many things screaming for our
attention but the certainty of the world to come
has to be central. Our convictions mean that we
are committed to mission everywhere: locally and
globally, pandemic or no pandemic! That’s the
theory and it simply needs applying in practice,
right? Simply! In my experience, it takes effort and
we can never be content. Some of the concrete
things we try to do:
ALWAYS PRAY FOR MISSION, privately and
publicly. Those who lead the intercessions in church
know to include local and international mission,
even if it’s repetitive.

SUPPORT A LIMITED NUMBER OF MISSION
PARTNERS AND DO IT WELL. A number of years back
we realised that spreading our financial giving too thinly
meant its impact was limited. We felt obliged to connect
with many different partners and weren’t doing a very
good job with it. Whittling down the number of mission
partners means that we can feel proper connections and
support them much better.
SHOW PERSONAL INTEREST in our mission partners
and their families. We’ve listed them as members in our
church family prayer diary and, where possible, have
regular two-way contact with them.
SEND SHORT-TERM TEAMS to visit our mission
partners. These trips have added to the sense of
connection between the congregation and them.
PAY ATTENTION when our mission partners visit
us – giving them the opportunity
to know us personally and get
to know the congregation as
people.

Neil and members
of St Giles’ visiting
their mission partners
in 2016

STAY IN TOUCH with them,
while trying not to be a
burden. We Skype them in
church services twice a year
and, since the first lockdown,
they have ‘Zoomed’ in to
our morning service
every Sunday!
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So what would
you say mission
looks like for
St Giles’?

Our mission partners’ ministry is
ours too and we’re playing our
part in global mission by doing
the things mentioned above. When
our mission partners ask us to pray for
specific things and then tell us how our prayers have or haven’t
been answered, that is a real faith-building thing for our church
family. We see parallels between our work here in the UK and
their work in a completely different culture. We try to rejoice
with them when they rejoice but we also try to mourn with them
when they hit challenges and discouragements. We love the
differences that international links bring while knowing the work
of the gospel is the same.

What has been

2020 was exhausting,
the impact of
frustrating and an
2020 at St Giles’?
emotional rollercoaster.
I cope well with change
personally but the pace and relentlessness of change
has taxed us all. We’ve felt the extra turmoil and stress
from the pandemic and COVID restrictions on top of the
normal joys and sadnesses of life. Meanwhile pastoral
care and outreach have been made much more difficult
by physical separation. By God’s grace we’ve done
our best and muddled through to some extent. AW
Tozer said, ‘We must meet the uncertainties of this
world with the certainty of the world
to come.’ The scale of additional
uncertainty last year and this
year has made that all the more
important.
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why
crosslinks?

We’re very grateful
to God for the effective
channel Crosslinks has been
in enabling a part of our mission
that is impossible for us to deliver ourselves (because it’s so
far away!). If there were no Crosslinks, our church life would
be more monochrome and our mission outlook would suffer.
We love knowing exactly where we stand with Crosslinks
and that they have stood firm on Scripture when others
haven’t. We love having a speaker from Crosslinks come and
preach for us every few years, to encourage us from God’s
word and tell us how the gospel is bearing fruit all over the
world.
We feel supported by Crosslinks UK staff and we know their
support for our mission partners is indispensable. Who was it
quietly advising our mission partners when they were about
to get trapped in their African base as everywhere locked
down? Who was the first to consider their physical safety
when they were under very real threat from local unrest?
Who ensures that they’re properly provided for, supported
and encouraged even when life is challenging? Who
enthused us in partnership with our mission partners and
advised us about how best to support them? Crosslinks.

To start a church partnership with a Crosslinks mission partner, get in
touch with Helen on 020 8691 6111 or email hburns@crosslinks.org
If you’d like someone from Crosslinks to come to speak at your
church service or prayer meeting (virtually or in person), go to
crosslinks.org/church-visits
For resources to help your church support your mission partners better,
go to crosslinks.org/resources
23
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Following your
parents overseas
We wanted to know what mission looks like for some of the younger
members of the Crosslinks family, so we asked Theo and Sofia to tell us
about life for them.

Theo Milson
I live in Valencia, Spain with my mum, dad, sister Jemima
and dog Koda. I see us as missionaries together so I
feel that we are a team. I think it’s an important job to
do anywhere you live because people need to hear
the truth about Jesus – that he came to rescue us. I
hope that people will be interested and hear the good
news about him.
I like living in Valencia. There is a massive festival called ‘Las Fallas’ in
March, where everyone uses fireworks and burns huge statues. I like the
weather (except when it’s really hot!), tapas (my favourites are squid and
patatas bravas) and school, which is a British school. We’re here with
two other missionary families, which is really fun. It’s sad that I don’t
see my grandparents, cousins, aunts
or uncles very much.
When we left the UK, it
was difficult leaving
friends behind and
moving to a country
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where you can’t understand people. It’s hard work learning another language
when you’re older (I’m now 13 and started learning when I had just turned 10)
and I find it frustrating that I can understand more than I can express.
However, I am now able to communicate better with
people around me, which means I don’t feel
like such an outsider. Things are more
accessible now I can speak more
Spanish and I have some Spanish
friends. I can also understand
more at church and so I can
join in more.

Sofia Oden
I’ve mostly always loved having missionary
parents. There are ups and downs that come
with being a missionary kid
but on the whole it has
been a massive blessing. We moved to Naples, Italy
in 2013 and the first three years were really hard.
As a family, we struggled with not having any ‘roots’
down, we hugely missed family and friends and the
English language and culture (although eating pizza
and ice cream the whole time was less of a struggle!).
Personally I found it hard not to constantly pine for
England and whenever English people visited it was hard
saying goodbye.
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However as a family we have experienced Matthew 19:29 first hand:
‘And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit
eternal life.’ Now, seven years later and by God’s grace, we are more bonded as a
family, we have Christian brothers and sisters and friends in Naples and feel very
much settled and at home.
I’m now 16 and it is a huge privilege and blessing to attend a Christian boarding
school in England. The irony is that I am now longing for Naples! But one of the
things I’ve really felt God has taught me over the past few years is that my home
is in heaven and I will never feel completely at home on earth whether I’m in
Naples or in England.
Being a missionary kid has prepared me for all sort of things, the most important
of which is trying to tell people the good news about Jesus. You don’t need to be
in a foreign country to be a missionary – as Christians we’re all on the mission
field in our day-to-day lives. It’s been amazing to see God working in
the lives of people here at school.
For me, Psalm 121:8 has been a
great anchor over these past
seven years: ‘The LORD will
watch over your coming
and going now and
forevermore.’

Dates for your diary
2021
15 Mar
19 Apr
17 May
24 May

10 Jun
22 Jun

You can hear more from our mission partner children on the Crosslinks
blog: crosslinks.org/blog

Pray for Crosslinks
Join us at all or any of these online events to pray for God’s
mission around the world as a wider Crosslinks family.
8–9pm, Zoom details at crosslinks.org/events
Ireland link meeting
A Crosslinks prayer meeting for all those in Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland.
7.30pm, Zoom details to be sent round by email.
Contact ireland@crosslinks.org
Crosslinks Ireland summer meeting
7:30pm, Venue and/or Zoom details to follow at
crosslinks.org/events
Crosslinks London summer meeting
St Michael’s Chester Square, London, SW1W 9EF and online.
For more details go to crosslinks.org/events

For more information or to book go to crosslinks.org/events

Find out how Crosslinks provides support for children as they prepare
to move overseas at crosslinks.org/helping-mission-partner-children
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PRAY
for Crosslinks
15 March, 19 April, 17 May at 8–9pm

Join with Crosslinks family across the UK and Ireland
and further afield to pray for God’s mission around the world.

Go to crosslinks.org/events

