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The world is slowly emerging from the enforced
hibernation and extreme social distancing
measures of the past months. But many are still
firmly in its grip. Others will not forget its grip. I recall
Crosslinks mission partners telling me in April of their
longing to feel the sun on their heads, or just hug a
friend. Borders were closed and travel plans
abandoned. Balconies became gyms.
Shopping trips felt like military recces.
Zoom became the new church
building. Few were untouched by
the blood, sweat and tears of the
tech learning curve.
The overriding testimony from our
mission partners around the world is that although
they have been locked down, the gospel has not
been locked up. Social distancing has not meant
gospel ineffectiveness. Quite the reverse. As we have
reminded ourselves time and again, Christ will build his
Church. If the gates of hell will not prevail, how could a
global pandemic?

This publication is also available at
crosslinks.org/resources
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This is nothing new. Church history proves it1, as does the
story in Acts. Luke deliberately paints a picture to give hope
to Christians living in the midst of great opposition and
hardship.
Look at the bookends for a start.
Early on, the religious authorities signal their intent to stop
‘this thing’2 from advancing. The Christian faith is spreading
at an alarming rate. There is no option but to flatten the curve
and supress the infectious name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Two leaders are imprisoned and a gagging order is issued.
Issued but not heeded. Their conviction, ‘we cannot help
speaking about what we have seen and heard’3 becomes part of
the Church’s liturgy, ‘Lord, consider their threats and enable your
servants to speak your word with great boldness’4.
By the end of Acts not even the mighty Roman empire could
hinder gospel advance. The Church’s senior missionary
statesman is under house arrest and unable to travel for two
years, yet ‘boldly and without hindrance he preached the
kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ’5.
Worse was yet to come. But as his prison letters prove, he may
have been locked up, but his message was not.
Acts is relentless in reminding us of the progress of the gospel
against the odds. Here are a few examples.
The martyrdom of Stephen precedes a fierce outbreak of
persecution in Jerusalem. But, like the tension unleashed in a
catapult, Luke states, ‘those who had been scattered preached
the word wherever they went’6.
Luke records three conversion stories in quick succession,
highlighting how barriers do not prevent gospel advance but
actually help it.
1.
2.
3.
4.
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Glen Scrivener, www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/4-lessons-church-history/
Acts 4:17, NIV
5.
Acts 28:31
Acts 4: 20
6.
Acts 8:4
Acts 4:29

“

Acts is
relentless
in reminding
us of the
progress
of the gospel
against the
odds

First, an Ethiopian eunuch is baptised. That is staggering. He
comes from the edge of the known world. He is a castrated male.
He is literally ‘on the margins’ in every possible way. He is also
travelling away from Jerusalem, having only observed temple
activity from a distance. Travelling in the middle of nowhere
(‘the desert road’7) he was unlikely to meet anyone, let alone a
committed Christian. He’d collected some literature in Jerusalem
for the journey home but couldn’t grasp its meaning. Despite all
this, God brought Philip across his path. He discovered the good
news and asked to be baptised.
Next comes Saul, who Luke describes as, ‘still breathing out
murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples’8. He oversees the
paramilitary wing of the ruling Jewish council and wants prisoners.
He later spoke of his zeal for persecuting the Church9. He is the
epitome of brazen hostility towards the cause of Christ. But he too
comes to see with the light of Christ and is baptised!10
The third conversion story focusses not on the unbeliever but the
believer.
The Lord orchestrates a meeting between Peter and a Roman
centurion in order to expose and address hidden prejudice. Peter
discovers that the heart makes a person unclean, not their customs
or habits. He learns what the Church in every generation must learn,
namely that, ‘God does not show favouritism, but accepts from
every nation the one who fears him’11.
Segregation. Persecution. Partiality. Three barriers lay smashed to
pieces by the sheer mercy and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Many Christians around the world are contending with the second.
In times of a global pandemic all Christians contend with the first
and third. How can people access the gospel? Who can access the
gospel? These ‘barriers’ do not stop the gospel advancing – they
actually help it.
7.
8.
9.

Acts 8:26
Acts 9:1
Philippians 3:6

10.
11.

Acts 9:18
Acts 10:34-35
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Filled
with
compassion

Back in May, Jason Mandryk12 wrote ‘Global Transmission,
Global Mission’. He highlights some of the urgent
lessons that the Church in the west must grapple with
as it seeks to make Christ known in the context of a
global pandemic. It is well worth downloading13. In the
final chapter entitled ‘Reasons for Hope’, he makes the
point that amidst the turmoil, the Saviour still saves. He
talks about the wonderful opportunities for the gospel
through enforced innovation which, though disruptive,
can be a blessing in disguise.
Then he concludes,
All our strategies, programmes, resources
and efforts cannot accomplish God’s work
on their own. By contrast, he can do all he intends quite
without our assistance! He graciously invites his children into this
great restoration as co-participants but it is his mission from start to finish…
We are to plant and water but it is God who gives growth (1 Cor. 3:6)…
And while our obedience might bring acceleration and our disobedience
delay, he assures us that his promises will be fulfilled and his mission will
be accomplished. What part will you play?
As you read on, our hope is that you will be inspired
by the witness of Christians around the world and
play your part in seeing the progress of the gospel
for yourselves.
Perhaps the obstacles in front of us are just what
we need to gain 2020 vision after all.

12.
13.
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Author, Operation World
Global Transmission, Global Mission, Jason Mandryk, Operation World, 2020

Jamie Read
Director of
Mission
Partnerships

Pastor Devender Verma leads Delhi Bible Fellowship,
a network of churches across Delhi. He tells us about the
impact of coronavirus on India and, motivated by Christ’s
compassion, his church’s response to the situation.
The pandemic brought several different challenges to India:

COVID-19
itself

The number of cases the government reports is just
the tip of the iceberg. Outside of the cities, there are
very few places where people can get tested so people

don’t know if they have the virus or not. When lockdown
prevented people from working, many left the cities and went back to their villages,
carrying coronavirus with them. Here in Delhi, many live in slums and so they can’t
socially distance from each other, putting them at greater risk. Three people in my
church were found to be COVID positive but the hospital would not admit them
because they didn’t have the space. They are not rich people so cannot go to the
private hospitals. I called each of them to give them hope and pray for them. I could
hear the fear in their voices. I had tears in my eyes.
Because there are so many COVID-19 patients,
people with other diseases are not given
attention. One lady from my church passed away
because she had to have dialysis but no hospital
would treat her. Many doctors have shut down their clinics because they are afraid
of getting coronavirus.

other medical
emergencies

7

economic
Impact

Factories closed, exports stopped. The agriculture
industry ground to a halt as transport restrictions led to
supply chains breaking down. It may take years for the
Indian economy to recover.

One survey reported that 120 million people lost their
jobs. Rickshaw pullers, daily labourers, hawkers, shop
workers – they were left with no money to provide
food for their families. They effectively had to choose
how they wanted to die: if they went out they would die of the virus
but if they stayed at home they would die of hunger.

job loss &
STarvation

The government
tried to help but
the task is huge.
Our church
network helped
people in Delhi’s
slums by providing food for
those most in need. For migrant
workers who were travelling by
foot back to their home villages,
we provided packets of cooked
rice with vegetables and bottles
of water. We also gave this to people living
in temporary shelters who had no food or
water. Every two days we were distributing
300-400 packets of food, with another
NGO doing this on the alternate days. By
July we had given out 8,000 food packets.
We also gave groceries to needy families,
enough to support four family members for
three weeks. We’d repeat this every three
8

weeks. We would call people to the church one by one
to give them a bag of food or take the food parcels
to people in their homes. We gave this food to needy
church members and also non-Christians who were in
need. They were struck by what the church was doing
for them that no-one else was.
We distributed the food parcels to the slum
communities surrounding our church’s five locations,
reaching 1,000 families in total. In most cases we were
able share about Christ and pray for them. Eight nonChristian families have since come to the church for
prayer, saying that only Jesus can help them in this
situation.
This work was only possible thanks to Christians across
the globe who prayed and gave financially. Though in
lockdown in various parts of the world, these brothers
and sisters played a real part in gospel mission here in
Delhi.

With movement around the world
restricted, how can I play a part?
Get behind locals in their mission work. That was part of
what the Apostle Paul was doing when he wrote to the
early churches. Send resources, speak encouragements,
give financially, pray.
Pastor Devender is a local gospel worker. The ministry of
Delhi Bible Fellowship includes two Crosslinks-supported
projects: Education for Liberation and North India Bible
Training. Find out more about these and other local
workers at crosslinks.org
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Thinking

This picture came after a
video where Bluey explained
how David wasn’t scared
because he knew that God
was with him so he was able
to defeat the giant Goliath. I
suggested that the children
write a list or draw a picture
of the people who help and
listen to them. I love that this
child was able to see that God
helps her with everything.

outside the box

Sarah Hopkins moved
to Cape Town, South
Africa just weeks before
lockdown began. She is
an arts psychotherapist
and is serving as a shortterm volunteer with Trinity
Children’s Centre. She
hopes to use her creative
and professional skills to
help children and women
who are vulnerable to
physical and sexual
violence, substance abuse
and poverty.

Cape
Town,
South
Africa
10

When we went into lockdown, I couldn’t do the
work I had come to do. I had planned to run arts
and play therapy sessions for the most needy
children at the school, organise dance therapy
workshops in the community and set up a sewing
project to give local women a means of earning
a living and a therapeutic outlet. All of these
activities would provide a way for me to open the
Bible with people.
So I decided to think outside the box and
do something different. I wanted to help the
children and families I was working with so I
set about creating puppet videos to help them
emotionally and spiritually through this difficult
time. I chose particular themes that I knew would
be relevant and included gospel content. Some
videos were practical, such as understanding
how the virus spreads and the importance of
sleep. Others were explicitly gospel focused and
included illustrations from bible stories. I took the
opportunity over Easter to explain clearly through
the puppets why Good Friday was good and why
Jesus rose again on Easter Sunday.

In another
video, Bluey
told us that
God made us
perfectly
(Psalm 139).

Sarah’s puppet
sidekicks, Bluey
and Stripes
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The children and families to whom I
was sending the videos had limited
internet access. I figured the best way
to get the videos out was to compress
them into a small file and send them via
WhatsApp. Every day I sent the video
out at midday along with an activity
and bible reading. It was always a joy
to hear back from the children with
pictures they had created.
I also sent the videos to friends and
family who in turn have been passing
them on to others. I thought I had come
to South Africa to serve the township
and community in Mitchells Plain but
through lockdown I was actually able to
reach many more people with
the puppet videos.
My videos are on YouTube and can be
accessed any time. I hope and pray that
many people will discover them over the
coming months and years, find blessings
and encouragement through them, and
learn about Jesus.

“

I thought I had
come to serve
the community
in Mitchells
Plain but I was
actually able to
reach many more
people with the
puppet videos.

Watch Sarah’s videos by going to
crosslinks.org/sarah-hopkins

With movement around the world
restricted, how can I play a part?
Equip those who are already there. Paul wrote letters to
the early church missionaries (Titus, Timothy, etc.) and
there’s much you can do and say to help people overseas
in their efforts. Drop your mission partners a friendly
email, recommend a helpful podcast, let them know you’re
praying for them.
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Watching
the Lord
do the work
It has been 10 months since we arrived in Chile but
it has felt like a decade! When we arrived we felt
very welcomed by our church family, other pastors
and the lovely Foster family (also Crosslinks mission
partners). We knew relocating would be challenging
- moving away from family and a very happy
situation in Oxford. But soon after starting language
learning:
Our wonderful pastor (for very good reasons) was
signed off work for three months, plunging me into
the deep end with very little Spanish and having to
preach through translation.
There was social unrest, riots and protests that
led to the army being deployed on the streets and
a national curfew being imposed. Daily life was
halted or hindered for everyone in Chile.
The COVID-19 lockdown started here before it
did in the UK and it was very rigidly enforced.
The army patrolled the streets once more and we
were not allowed out even for exercise. Only two
food shopping trips were permitted per week.
The kids weren’t able to leave the house for
more than three months.

Matt and Helen Pope
(with Eva and Judah) are
in Santiago, Chile. They
serve at a local church
alongside mentoring
Chilean pastors.
However, since they
moved there the city has
been in and out of crises
and lockdown.

SaNtiago,
Chile
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“

We don’t
know
who they
are but
between
700 and
1,100
screens
tune in to
watch our
Sunday
services.

That said – we have been very aware of God’s
kindness and cleverness during this time. We have
definitely seen him at work in us and in Chile over the
last 10 months.

them both to explode in size! We don’t know who they are but
between 700 and 1,100 screens tune in to watch our Sunday
services. Normally we have 80-100 people in the building but who
knows how many people are watching behind all those screens.

In both of these crises, Luke 10:20 has been an
important verse for me. It tells that after the disciples
returned from a very successful ‘mission trip’ they
were discussing what had happened with Jesus
when he said, ‘...do not rejoice in this, that the spirits
are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.’ Jesus isn’t saying that ministry isn’t
important but he was helping the disciples see what
they, and we, should be rejoicing in above all else.
They should be most excited by what God had done
for them, not what they had done for him.

Our home group has changed from a group of 12 to being 40+
people each week. It is not the lovely, cosy, close group that it was
but it is a growing, lively and open group. It’s slightly intimidating
to try and participate but it is great to sit back and listen. We have
tears, we have laughs, we have even had fancy dress! But we
always have very moving stories about how God is at work in the
lives of the people in this group.

For me, this has been a year when my main Godgiven skill set (being able to talk to people, listen to
them and make them feel at ease) has gone! I am
working hard with my Spanish but it has not been the
ideal immersion experience. It has been a difficult
and humbling time. That said, it has made me look
within and up to God and see his work. Through this
situation he has helped me see that what matters,
above all else, isn’t what I can do for God but what he
has done for me.
At the same time, the thing the disciples were
rejoicing in in Luke 10 was God’s work all along. They
were sharing stories about how the evil spirits were
subject to them. But this work was actually God’s
work and they had played a part in it. Now in Chile,
we’re not able to do as much as we’d like, but we
are happy to look on as we see God’s work going
on all around.
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Our church service has gone online and home
group happens via Zoom - but this has caused

It has also been great to see pastors taking advantage of Zoom.
The highlight is being involved in weekly and monthly meetings to
train pastors and apprentices. These would never have happened
as regularly or been as well attended if it wasn’t for COVID-19.
I don’t know when total lockdown will finish - I long to go for a
walk and get rid of my growing belly!

Judah
watching
church
with him
presenting
something
at church!

But above wanting to see my feet again, I am
wanting to see how many people will have
come to faith in this time online. I long to see
how many people come to church physically
and I hope the training meetings continue
online and occasionally in the flesh.

With movement around the world
restricted, how can I play a part?
Prepare yourself for when the restrictions are over. Now is
a great time to think seriously about short-term or longterm overseas service. Pray, chat it through with others,
then browse crosslinks.org/opportunities or send an email
to contact@crosslinks.org to get the ball rolling.
15
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Taking Sunday
school home
Discipling the Next
Generation equips Sunday
school teachers in Rwanda to
teach the gospel faithfully to
children.
Rwandan Jean Ngirimana
tells us how the pandemic
impacted his work.

Rwanda

16

The work of Discipling the Next Generation
had to completely change. Sunday schools
up and down the country had to stop and
we could no longer run our kids’ ministry
training. But we didn’t want kids to stop
learning about God from the Bible! So we
started writing lessons to help parents
teach the Bible to their kids at home. This
is rare in Rwanda, even in Christian homes.
We had no idea how the material would
be received. It was our first time writing
for parents and most families aren’t
familiar with teaching the Bible to their
children. But it turns out that so many are
using it! Different churches are sharing
the lessons on their WhatsApp groups,
individuals are sharing them with
their friends and someone told
me that her husband, who is in
Nigeria, is using the material
to teach their five year
old daughter over video
calls! It has been very
tiring work but we are
overjoyed with what’s
going on.

We’ve just finished a series of nine
lessons in Acts, looking at the growth
of the Church through the witness of

We are now in conversation with the
international Christian children’s charity
Compassion. They have begun giving

the spirit-empowered apostles. A mum
from Gospel Community Church told me,
‘After teaching some of the lessons my
five year old boy asked me, “Mum, who
are you sharing the gospel with?” I told
him that I am sharing the gospel with
him, at home every Sunday. This week,
after teaching him Acts 10, he asked me
the same question. When I gave him the
same answer he said, “Not me, share it
with someone else who is not from our
home.” Then I realised how well he had
been following the lessons.’

the resources to the parents of the
4,000 children they work with in the
eastern province. If everything goes
well, they will extend the project to the
entire country – encouraging tens of
thousands of parents to teach the Bible
to their children.

David, a member of my church, told me
that he enjoyed using the materials so
much that he has passed them on to
others. ‘The lessons are very simple
to understand and are very helpful for
my evangelism. I have been sharing
them with a pastor friend who lives in
the south of Rwanda and with three
children’s workers in the east of Rwanda.’

Now we are wondering – should we
continue writing this material after
lockdown? We don’t want parents to
stop teaching the Bible at home as
soon as Sunday schools start up again
– and I think they don’t want to stop
either!
Please pray with us – pray that
everything goes well and that many
families and their kids will start opening
up the Bible in their homes. Pray that
they’d hear God speaking to
them through his word.

We have also been encouraged by a
Rwandan missionary in South Sudan,
who works among a group of people
called the Laarim. The materials have
helped him share the gospel with the
children there and he said that his prayer
is that they will know Jesus and take the
gospel to their families. Please pray for
these kids.
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Everything went

digital

Clayton and Mel Ryan served
international students in
Olomouc, Czech Republic, up
until August 2020. By 11 March,
the government had shut all
schools, closed the borders,
banned all public events and
shut all non-essential shops
– well before any COVID-19
deaths in the country.

OlomouC,
Czech Rep.

On Tuesday morning we were making
plans for the Friday bible study – as
usual, posting it on the group web page
and asking people to sign up for dinner.
It was a bit strange when a few regulars
began saying they couldn’t come as
they were flying back to the UK the next
day. We were following the coronavirus
updates but we didn’t think it was so big
a problem in the Czech Republic that
the universities and schools would shut
down. Then, two days later, we were told
we couldn’t meet together for Sunday
church. Friday bible study was still
possible if we were fewer than 15 people
– so we met in two groups at different
times.
The following week a couple of the
students that went to London returned
to Olomouc and were supposed to
quarantine. But they really wanted to
come to bible study! And one of them
wasn’t a Christian… What to do?
We decided we couldn’t allow them to
join – that was the university’s advice
and we felt it was in the best interests of

18

Runninng a
prayer meeting
via Zoom

the wider group. In the end our decision was null and
void – the next day we found out we weren’t allowed
to meet for bible study either! In fact, we couldn’t meet
with anyone for any reason. We were only allowed
out for shopping and exercise – strictly no socialising.
Everything went digital and, like everyone else, I spent
the next week in frantic Zoom training sessions to
figure out what to do!
Student rooms are really small in Olomouc. Think of
your average-sized single-bedroom and that’s where
they were required to stay, not seeing their friends, for
who knew how long! It was difficult for them – unable
to leave, unreliable internet, exams still happening
but no classes and no online teaching. Many students
were trying to go home but their flights kept getting

“

like
everyone
else, I
spent the
next week
in Frantic
Zoom
training
Sessions...
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“

God has
interrupted the
way we do things
so perhaps these
times give us
a free pass to
try something
different

an hour reading a chapter, discussing it
and then praying in smaller groups. This
continued for about 10 weeks, with about
six people coming regularly.

We read through 1, 2 and 3 John, Jude,
Revelation, Hebrews, Amos, Obadiah,
Habakkuk and Malachi. This lead to an
unexpected increase in work for me.
Although the students led the bible
studies, I prepared a lot of material
and it wasn’t uncommon to have to
research something that came up in
discussion afterwards. What is the
cancelled. It was a very anxious and
rapture? When will the tribulation be?
stressful time.
Who is Melchizedek? I still had other
We decided to try and provide a few
bible studies and sermons to prepare
moments during the week where they had on top of this, so we were very thankful
opportunities to meet on Zoom to pause, to the makers of ‘Life Explored’ for
read the Bible, share their frustrations
making it available for free on YouTube.
and pray. Everyday began with a bible
For those who couldn’t make the
devotion led by one of the students. We
morning devotionals we had a couple
began with about 10-12 people, meeting
of evenings reading through a whole
every day at 9:30am, spending around
book of the Bible in one sitting. We also

took the opportunity to run a
couple of apologetic evenings
on how to read the Bible and the
reliability of the New Testament
documents.
We really felt that when we were
free to meet, nobody had time
(or motivation) to read the Bible
together but when we couldn’t
meet freely, people wanted
to desperately! The Lord sure
works in mysterious ways...
We are very thankful to God that
we were able to meet online
during lockdown. However,
as soon as we could meet
in person again we had no
hesitation in doing so!
Even in the Czech church
there was a great desire to
get together as soon as it was
possible. Some people are still
fearful but our church decided
to stop its online services to
encourage everyone to come
back.
Now things are returning
to normal, will we go back
to the way things were or
is there something we can

20

Thanksgiving
dinner with
outgoing
students

do differently? God has
interrupted the way we do
things so perhaps these
times give us a free pass to
try something different.

Social distancing on the return
to meeting at church
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More good news!

“

Helen Sheridan, Ireland

‘A wonderful consequence of online church is that
friends can more easily “come along”. For those who
wouldn’t comfortably come to our church, this time
allows them to join us from the privacy of their own
homes, where they can stay anonymous.’

“

‘Through the support of gospel partners,
we have been able to provide food parcels
for 60+ families who have been severely
affected by the lockdown - boda-boda
drivers, house helps, pastors, roadside
food vendors, people living in the slums.
Alongside this, we have been writing a series of audio devotionals for the
same people, addressing the questions they are asking about God and
suffering. There has been a great response with people finding the messages
helpful and asking more questions for us to address with the Bible. So
yes, some ministries and ways of ministering seem to be on hold, but new
opportunities and ways of furthering the Kingdom are arising!’

“

Alun and Debbie Burt, South Africa
Alun and Debbie Burt, South Africa

“

‘The majority of kids in Heideveld were not receiving
much, if any, work from their schools and they were
unable to access online portals because they
didn’t have an internet connection. So, the idea of
WhatsApp School-Help was born. We were able
to create a WhatsApp group whereby mums
can receive daily work to complete with
their children at home. The teachers of
our children’s school kindly allowed us to
share several of their lessons which have been
modified so that they use very little data. It has been encouraging to hear
testimonies of children continuing to learn and to see some of their work…’

“

Josh and Cathy Hooker, Namibia

‘These have been challenging times but also
surprisingly fruitful! One of the great advantages for
us is that we have become as connected to you - our
friends, family and partner churches - as you are to
each other. Normally we feel the 5,000 miles or so
Josh and Cathy Hooker, Namibia
that stretch between us but this period has actually
created new opportunities for us to be connected.’
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Rachael Muluuta, Uganda

Philip Amey, New Zealand

‘We decided to try youth group on Zoom and, despite
my concerns that it would be chaos, we’ve found that
it has worked really well. Obviously the social side
of youth group has taken a hit but we’ve been really
encouraged by how well the kids have engaged with
the bible studies – arguably better than when we
were meeting in person! My men’s bible study has
continued to meet through Zoom as well and has
even started to grow. Before, there were three guys
meeting together – we are now up to seven.’

“

Jirka and Keira Kralovi, Czech Republic

‘At first we had to cancel things but then we
worked out how to meet the students and other
groups online. At one point Jirka was leading two
Christianity Explored groups a week - both really
well attended! There would be discussions for
hours afterwards. The meetings could be very long
because people were comfortable at home so had
no rush to leave!’
23

Who’s
going
out?

This September we’re sending five more people out on short-term mission!
As part of their university language degree year abroad, Hannah Dowdy,
Maisie Walkingshaw and Michael White are going to Belgium and Sarah Henry is
going to Spain. They’ll all get involved in local church ministry whilst studying with a
bible college.
Szilárd Tam is heading to Hungary where he’ll serve with Acorn Camps, a youth
ministry organisation.

Find out how you can get involved
crosslinks.org/go

