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Welcome
Feature

We need to be listening to and
learning from the church in
local indigenous contexts

‘God’s word to God’s world’ has
been the mainstay of Crosslinks
mission activity for many years.

In early January, I had the privilege of visiting
Crosslinks mission partners Andrew and
Eunice Moody in Goli, north-west Uganda.
They work amongst displaced Dinka people
We want to uphold the authority of God’s
from South Sudan, who for many years
word in his mission to the world. That’s why
have lived through conflict with northern
we help churches partner with people and
neighbours. Despite the different needs we
projects whose various ministries are built
might perceive displaced people to have
around proclaiming Christ from the scriptures.
such as food, shelter and medical attention,
But there is a danger that we see this task as the Bishop of Magwi identified bible training
a one-way flow of information, people and
as the best way Andrew could serve the
resources. We need to be listening to and
many pastors from the Episcopal Church of
learning from the Church in local indigenous
South Sudan. You can read more on page 11.
contexts. Mission has long since moved on
We will often be surprised when we listen to
from ‘the west to the rest’.
local indigenous Christians around the world.
If we embrace partnerships which engage
More importantly, we discover there is much
churches in the UK and Ireland in cross-cultural that western Christians can learn from how
mission, then the voices of local Christians
our brothers and sisters live in the light of the
together with the needs of ‘gospel-poor’
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
people groups, should resound loud and clear.
Jamie Read
We hope this edition will serve that end.
Mission Partnerships Team Leader
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An open door in
The Gambia
Servants of the Word

Servants of the Word (SOW) is a locally-run bible school in
The Gambia. It was set-up by Steven Musa-Kormayea in 2012
to train workers for the small but growing Gambian church.
Steven shares,
‘SOW is a school of ministry where we intend to train gospel
workers at the grassroots. We are really encouraged by
what we are seeing among students. One of the men here
is a Gambian Muslim convert who is now a pastor. He is
a grade 9 drop-out but so excited to be studying here. He
wants to be able to read the Bible better and be able to
preach better to his people.’

Jonny and Beth Burgess

Since 2015 LONG TERM
Jonny has been working at Servants of
the Word since 2015 and Beth joined him
there last November, after they married in
September 2017. Jonny teaches on preaching
and discipleship whilst Beth is seeking to
encourage and train local women and youth
leaders. Jonny writes,
‘The Gambia has people from all over
West Africa. The vast majority of them are
Muslims and, of the remaining Christian
population, very few are at churches that
teach the Bible and explain the gospel.
That’s why there is such a big need to
train people to share the good news.’
4

SOW is a school of
ministry where we intend
to train gospel workers
at the grassroots

Nick and Harriet Algeo

Heading out summer 2018 - LONG TERM
Nick and Harriet are going to The Gambia
to join the teaching team at Servants of the
Word. Harriet says,
‘The three main people groups in The
Gambia are classified as unreached with
the gospel. Most Christian leaders and
pastors haven’t had any formal training
and have really limited access to books
and resources.’
Nick adds,
‘We both had the incredible privilege
of going to faithful churches for many
years. I have had a formal theological
education and we have both done
the Cornhill Training Course. The big
thing that really excites us now is the
opportunity to pass on so much of this
faithful teaching that we’ve had to others.’

People & places

SOW students
Tijan (name changed) is a SOW student from Guinea. He
belongs to a tribe that is one of the least reached people
groups in the world. Of those who have become Christians,
many have suffered greatly for their faith. A local pastor sent
Tijan to SOW after seeing that he had the potential to serve
in full-time ministry. He balances evening classes at SOW
with working as a school teacher – a job that requires hard
work but provides a meagre salary. He works hard at SOW
too, making slow progress because
lessons are in English and Guinea is a
French-speaking country. Despite these
‘I am here because I want the word of God
obstacles, Tijan has phenomenal zeal to
to transform me, so that God can use me to
use his God-given gifts to serve Jesus
transform others. All the classes are tailored
by making him known back in Guinea.
towards mission and discipleship and, being
at SOW, I have seen the example of servant
leaders.’
Noëline, SOW student

Gambia Gap Year Team

January - May 2018 - SHORT TERM

Elizabeth Fleetwood

March 2018 - SHORT TERM
Elizabeth is a retired nursery-school head
teacher and has served short term with
Crosslinks before. In 2014, she spent three
months in Tanzania training primary-school
teachers. This March, Elizabeth is serving
at a Christian nursery in The Gambia, run
by Helen Kormayea (Steven’s wife). In a
predominantly Muslim country the nursery
provides a means of witness and outreach
to the children and families who attend.
6

While in The Gambia the team are teaching
Christian Religious Education and other
subjects at several primary schools, as well
as serving at a local church and getting
involved with university outreach and
events. Led by Simon Adcock and
Fi Ashman, the team members are
Ben Greenwell, George Fuller, Phil
Chevassut, Lizzie Standring, Anastasia
Gibbs, Anna Dallaire, Rachel
Duckworth and Phoebe Mathers.

Get
involved
Pray

Please pray for all those serving God in
The Gambia.

Give
Nick and Harriet Algeo are building a
partnership team to enable them to move out
to The Gambia this year. Could you pray and
give financially towards Nick, Harriet and the
people they are going to serve? See www.
crosslinks.org/nick-and-harriet-algeo
SOW School of Ministry is developing a plot
of land so that the school can expand and
train more people more effectively. Please see
www.crosslinks.org/sow-building-appeal for
more information and details of how
to give.

Go
The harvest is plentiful but the labourers
are few: could you work in The Gambia?
We’re particularly looking for people who
can volunteer in the Christian nursery that
Elizabeth is based at and those who could
lead next year’s Gambia Gap Year Team.
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Women
speak up:
a letter
from Ghana
Crosslinks Project Partner Portia Yiadom
works with RELITE in Accra, Ghana. RELITE is
a Ghanaian-led training scheme for Christian
university students. It aims to teach them how
to read and study the Bible responsibly, live it
practically and teach it faithfully.

Portia Yiadom

Portia takes particular care of the female students. She
finds that believing women in Ghana have specific and
challenging needs that are often unappreciated. Here,
she writes an open letter asking for our prayers.

Many women are passionate for
the Lord Jesus but quite often
aren’t in churches where the
gospel is taught clearly.
Portia Yiadom (centre) with two of
the women she works with
8

Dear reader,
I want to share some of the challenges that Christian women in Ghana
face. I asked some of the women in our church what they thought and they
suggested a few things that you could be praying about with us.
Many women are passionate for the Lord Jesus but quite often aren’t in
churches where the gospel is taught clearly. Few are equipped to read the
Bible for themselves and women’s fellowships are scarce. Neither are there
many opportunities for one-to-one bible studies to encourage one another
and build these women up in the faith. Instead, women tend to spend time
with their families, siblings and friends rather than others from their church.
Similarly, prayer triplets or duos are hard because people find it difficult to
trust one another and share their lives intimately.
Sometimes material and basic needs are very great. When women come to
church they hear the pastor preaching the word of God. Because the pastor
is unable to meet their physical needs, some of the women go elsewhere
to have their needs met. This can lead to sin and a turning away from the
church. There is strong pressure to conform to the world in the way women
dress, use make-up and have an ‘attitude’ like non-believers.
Christian women say it’s difficult to meet Christian men to marry as many
of the men are less spiritually-mature. Once they are married some women
struggle to balance ministry and family life. Others have to put up with
husbands who have other women. Even so, single women often find
themselves stigmatised painfully by society.
Some Christian women face financial challenges, coming from poor
backgrounds or not having adequate financial support from their husbands.
Others don’t have access to information about handling money, which leads
to poor financial choices. Lack of funds can make it harder to socialise with
other Christian women. For single women it can become a pressure to marry
anyone provided he is wealthy.
Poor literacy means that few are able to read their bibles or the small number
of Christian books available in Ghana. This is especially true for those trapped
in poverty where, for too many, a proper education is not available.
I hope that this gives you a little more insight into the difficulties our sisters
have to contend with. Please pray for Christian women in Ghana.
With love in Christ.

9
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Get
Involved
Pray & Give

For Portia to continue in her role at
RELITE, she needs a team of partners
who will pray for her and support her
financially.
You can sign up for her prayer letters
and make a donation at
www.crosslinks.org/portia-yiadom
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Give us this bread
God’s word for
the Dinka
Crosslinks mission partner Andrew Moody

The political situation in the area which is now known as
South Sudan has been unstable for over 40 years. This has
led to a weak infrastructure, especially in the areas of health
and education. Many people from among the Dinka tribe have
failed to complete even their primary education and this has
had repercussions for the church there.
I have seen for myself that most of their pastors lack theological training.
Although they may be willing to preach they are not as grounded
theologically as their neighbouring Ugandan counterparts, where all Anglican
pastors must study to at least certificate level in an approved college.

11

People & places

Back in March 2016 I went to teach a group of pastors and church leaders in
Nimule, on the border with Uganda. There I met Bishop Martin, the Episcopal
Bishop for Magwi Diocese. I met him informally at his home with my friend
and fellow teacher, Rev Paul Kim,
and we asked him what he needed.
‘Bible teaching’ was his immediate
answer, so we arranged to go to
Magwi in June that year to teach
a group of around 30 pastors and
church leaders from the Epistle of
James and on bible doctrine. Since
then South Sudan has become more unstable so we have been unable to
teach there again, although I continue to be in contact with Bishop Martin.

What could
we do?

So our attention shifted to the refugee camps in northern Uganda - home to
over one million displaced South Sudanese. We met with Simon Garang, who
acts as a bishop to the Episcopal Church of South Sudan in Uganda, and we
asked him what we could do…

Rev Garang asked us for bible teaching so we began with a group
of around 50 pastors and church leaders. They discussed how
they would like us to help them and in response we set up a
Preacher’s Training Course to meet three times a year and in three different
areas. These started last June when we taught 180 pastors and church
leaders. Our hope is to provide a simple bible college course for those who
attend. We are translated into the local Dinka language as we teach and also
try to leave behind Dinka teaching material for them.

1

The second request was that we should send some of their eligible
members for study in a bible college. So far we have registered
three students at All Nations Theological Seminary near Entebbe
and hope to send more soon.

2

The third request was for their own bible. At present the Dinka
New Testament is available in South Sudan but not in Uganda. We
asked the Bible Society in Uganda if they could bring some copies
to Kampala for us and they agreed to bring 5,000 copies if we could pay for
them. We have since raised the money and they were delivered to Kampala at
the end of last year. We have already started to distribute them.

3
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We are careful to work with the South Sudanese people and have tried
to help them according to what they have asked from us. We are very
conscious of our own limitations, especially against a backdrop of such
obvious physical and spiritual need. Please join us in praying for this
forgotten people group by using the prayer that Jesus taught his followers
to pray…
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his
harvest.’ (Matthew 9:37-38)

Get
Involved
Pray & Give
If you could commit yourself to
pray for Andrew and Eunice Moody
regularly and give towards their
ministry go to www.crosslinks.org/
andrew-and-eunice-moody

People & places

Alex & Susannah Maclean:
preparing to listen

‘The greatest need of
the Church in Kenya is
for people to hear the
true gospel. There are
many who teach the
prosperity gospel or
preach about planting
crops and how to be
successful. Few church
goers hear about
the coming of our
Saviour Jesus Christ,
his suffering and
resurrection.’
Anold Edwards, a former student
of Alex Maclean.

14

We are planning to work in the
Church in Tanzania but, before that,
we are heading to Nairobi to study
for a Master’s in Mission and Islamic
Studies. We want to sit next to east
Africans in the classroom and learn
from them before we presume to
teach anything ourselves.
Having had some of our cultural blind spots
exposed in the last year we are keen to
unearth more. Once we are in Tanzania and
teaching at Munguishi Bible College we long
for the Bible to continue to challenge our
western mindset and practices, as well as
those locally.
The western church has a lot to offer in terms
of understanding Scripture and doctrinal
clarity. We hope and pray that we can
combine that with a humility that looks at our
own weaknesses first and a hunger to learn
from our brothers and sisters in East Africa.

Find out more
Alex and Susannah have two
children, Bella and Elias.

Meanwhile, we’d be grateful if you would
pray for us:

You can read more about the
family and partner with them
at www.crosslinks.org/alexand-susannah-maclean

• to grow in humility as we study at Africa
International University for the next two years.
• for long-term relationships with likeminded brothers and sisters from Tanzania
who will be willing to help and challenge
us in our ministry.
• for a new generation of preachers of God’s
word to be raised up who preach Jesus
Christ and him alone as the only hope and
goal of salvation.
• that the Tanzanian Church would grow in
maturity to the point that they are leading
the way in standing up for the gospel of the
raised Son of God, Jesus Christ.
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Why is understanding
culture so important to our
mission partners?
In African cultures the role of the
firstborn is well understood.
When a Kenyan brother was preaching on
Luke 15 – the parable of the two sons – he
showed me something that I had never seen
about the elder brother: it is shocking that
he doesn’t go looking for the younger son.
A responsibility of the firstborn is to care for
his younger siblings and keep them in line.
When the younger son insulted his father and
ran off into a life of recklessness, it was the
job of the firstborn (not the father) to go after
him. His hatred towards his younger brother
did not start when they came home; it started
much earlier when he failed to search for him.
The self-righteous Pharisees (the target of the
parable) are at fault not only for their failure
to welcome sinners but their failure to go out
looking for them.
Andy Harker
Nairbobi, Kenya

When teaching Romans 6:19-23,
we might assume that people think
Christianity restricts our freedom.
So we use Romans 6 to show how slavery
to God is actually a good thing: it enables us
to flourish in obedience and righteousness.
However, this just does not work in West
Africa. The common perception of Christianity
here is that it’s shamefully unrestricted. Tour
buses full of drunken, topless tourists arrive
from the “Christian” west, so that is what
Gambians think Christianity means. If you
began a sermon saying, “The world around
us considers Christianity to be oppressive
and restrictive…” – your Gambian hearers
would think you’re mad! Teaching Romans
6 here needs approaching from the very
opposite angle: “The world around us
considers Christianity to have no moral limits
and is an excuse for all kinds of shameful
practices. Actually, Christians should live as
slaves to God and righteousness. We are no
longer slaves to sin!”
Jonny Burgess
The Gambia
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2018
diary dates
9 June

Mission Night
7.30pm Knockbreda Parish Church, Belfast
Speaker: Crosslinks mission partner Chris Brown
12 June

Crosslinks Annual Meeting
Passing on the baton: growing servant leaders in Africa
5pm St Botolph’s without Aldersgate, London EC1A 4EU
Speaker: Crosslinks mission partner Andy Harker
29 July – 4 August

Crosslinks Senior Camp
Ages 12-17, Castlewellan Castle
12-18 August 		

Crosslinks Junior Camp
School years P4-P7, Castlewellan Castle
7-10 October 		

Autmn Prayer Conference
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire
13 October

Day Mission Conference
Venue to be announced, London
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Zarephath Bible
Seminary: Christian
voices in a Muslim land

Pakistan
Nation created in 1947

Christian church in the
region dates from

Risks

97%

Pakistan’s blasphemy laws
carry a potential death
sentence for anyone who
insults Islam

1880

Muslim majority

199 million
Muslims

Just 1 million
Evangelical Christians

18

Opportunity
Theological education is
permitted but very limited: five
or six colleges offer theological
education to certificate level,
three teach diplomas in
theology and just two teach to
degree level

In Pakistan, it is always a
challenge to live in harmony
with other religions. Christians
belong to this land but they
have to assert their right to be
treated as equal citizens. We
have the freedom to practice
Christianity and establish
training institutions, but it is
common to see police guards
outside churches on Sundays.

Zarephath
Bible Seminary
Founded 1982

Training students to become
Christ-like servant leaders

120 students
8 national
staff teachers

There is limited theological
education available in Pakistan
and most colleges teach a western
theological curriculum. There
are not many theology books in
Urdu and students have to rely
on books in English. There are
currently no opportunities to study
for a Masters or Ph.D in Theology
in Pakistan - a student has to go
abroad. By the grace of God,
ZBS plans to launch a Masters in
Theology course later this year.

6 full-time
courses
51 evening class
students

Classes run from 6.30pm six days
per week. This allows pastors to
fit theological education around
church duties or secular jobs.

Teaching Urdu

The only bible college in
Pakistan that teaches in the local
language and in local contexts

19

People & places

Children’s voices
John and Gillian Robinson set up the Place of Grace in the
middle of Bangkok’s materially-poor communities in 2011.
They run clubs throughout the week, providing a safe place
for children to play and to learn about the God who loves
them. A number of teenagers have become Christians and
in a discipleship group were asked, ‘What have you got to
thank God for?’

Malai
Malai had lost a lot of weight suddenly. Many
of the children are underweight and hungry
but even with a better diet she didn’t improve.
Staff at the Place of Grace talked to her about
going to the doctor but she said that her mum
wouldn’t take her as she didn’t have time. The
staff asked her mum if they could take her and
she said they could. Malai had tuberculosis,
one of the symptoms of which is weight loss. It
turned out that an uncle had died of it. Love to
Malai was the people of God noticing her. She
had often said she feels no-one sees her. She
knows God did.

20

When she became a
Christian she cried as she
discovered God’s loving
acceptance and welcome.

Kannika
Many of the children do not live with either
parent and often feel unloved. It’s important
for them to know they are loved by God.
Kannika has just blossomed in the love and
acceptance she finds at the Place of Grace,
despite both parents leaving her. She loves
God and never misses the discipleship
group. When she became a Christian she
cried as she discovered God’s loving
acceptance and welcome.

21
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They know that whatever else
is going on in their difficult
lives, God loves them and will
never leave them.

Tasanee
The children suffer terribly from headlice and
as a consequence the staff do too. Recently,
Tasanee said to a staff member, ‘Would you
mind looking in my hair as I am so itchy?’ She
had no-one else to ask. All the staff spend
time treating the children for nits. Showing
Christ’s love to each of these children means
someone who cares about their problems
and who will walk the extra mile with them.

The children know that whatever
else is going on in their difficult lives
God loves them and will never leave
them. They have a place where they
know they are loved.

22

Get
Involved
You can read more
about the Place of Grace
and John and Gillian
Robinson at
www.crosslinks.org/johnand-gillian-robinson
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Go

Current mission 		
opportunities
SHORT TERM
Gap year teams

Church teams

Summer camps
in Europe

Various locations
Crosslinks gap year teams
run from January to May each
year. Applications are now
open for both team members
and team leaders for 2019.

Various locations
Why not use your holiday
time to serve with a group
from your church or CU.
Locations include Serbia,
Pakistan, South Africa,
Nigeria, Thailand and Kenya.

Language year abroad
placements

Overseas ministry
apprenticeships

Personalised
placements

We have opportunities
for language students to
experience overseas mission
while fulfilling their university
course requirements.

Apprentices are placed in
churches in Europe, Africa
or Asia and will lead bible
studies, serve in various
church activities and receive
ministry training.

We welcome enquiries from
people who wish to use
their professional and/or
ministry skills to serve God
overseas for any length of
time between one month and
two years.

Worldwide
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Europe, Africa & Asia

Europe-wide
Young people receive rich
bible teaching and have lots
of fun on camps. Volunteers
are needed to help lead
bilingual camps in France,
Belgium, Germany and
Hungary.

Various locations

SHORT/LONG TERM
Women’s work
Portugal

GBU Portugal (affiliated to IFES) is
looking for a women’s worker to
disciple female students.

Evangelist
Chile

A British school is looking for an
evangelist who will work amongst
their young people.

Church work

Get
Involved

Do you want to
serve overseas in
God’s mission?

Indonesia

All Saints Jakarta is an Englishspeaking International church
seeking to grow their outreach. They
are looking for an Associate Minister.

Church work

South Africa

For more details on these
opportunities and others, go to
www.crosslinks.org/get-involved/go/
Email short-term@crosslinks.org
or long-term@crosslinks.org
or phone 020 8619 6111

Local churches in South Africa are
looking for ordained ministers,
youth and children’s workers and
people able to serve in pastoral
care and counselling.

Bible teaching

Northern Uganda

The door is open for visits to assist
in teaching the Bible to displaced
pastors at an elementary level, either
long term or for just a week or two.
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Feature
Featured

The last word:

One of the exciting
answers to prayer in
recent months has
been the large number
of serious enquirers
for long-term service
‘beating a path to
our door’. In my time,
there has been an
unprecedented surge.
It is encouraging that whilst
some enquirers have a
clear sense of where the
Lord would have them
serve (worked out with
local partners), others
have approached with a
willingness to consider
a range of options. They
are open to requests from
potential partners and local
churches all around the
world. Key in this whole
process is the establishment
and maintenance of good
relationships with potential
partners, listening to them
and hearing their needs.
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It is striking how much store
the Apostle Paul put on
keeping in touch with the
churches he had pioneered.
He refers to the ‘daily
pressure on me [Paul] of my
anxiety for all the churches’ (2
Corinthians 11:28) and the New
Testament reflects the very
considerable travels by Paul,
his companions and various
others with the intention of
knowing the local situation
and needs. In 1 Thessalonians
Paul explains how he had
tried ‘again and again’ to visit
the newly-established church
‘but Satan hindered us’ so
when he and his companions
‘could bear it no longer’ they
sent Timothy to establish and
exhort them in their faith in the
face of predicted sufferings.
This is no surprise with all
that the great apostle had to
offer but there is a surprise in
what follows: ‘When I could
bear it no longer, I sent to
learn about your faith, for fear

that somehow the tempter
had tempted you and our
labour would be in vain’ (1
Thessalonians 2:17-3:6). It
was equally important that
the apostle should know how
the Thessalonian church was
faring. These reports fuelled
the content of his subsequent
letters.
The principle is the same
today. While not forgetting
the unreached peoples who
will not come requesting help,
we must be careful to build
relationships with church
leaders around the world so
that we can seek to serve
them according their needs.
Andy Lines is Crosslinks
Mission Director

Feature

Key in this whole process is the
establishment and maintenance
of good relationships with
potential partners, listening to
them and hearing their needs.
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Annual Meeting
2018
Serv
Gospel-d ant-hearted
riven

Character-building

Disciple-making

Passing on the baton
Growing servant leaders
in Africa
12 June 2018, 5pm
St Botolph’s without Aldersgate,
London EC1A 4EU
Join us as we consider what it takes to disciple a
generation who will serve the gospel in East Africa
and beyond.
Crosslinks Mission Partner Andy Harker, together
with former iServe Africa Apprentices, share their
experiences of this vital work and its impact on
the mission of the Church locally and globally.

