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Investing in
a few people
for the good
of all of
God’s people.
The BEST
Investment

The BEST Investment
Stop and consider the many variables that, under God’s hand, made it
possible for your pastor to be serving your church family. It is a privilege
we often forget.

Plenty of ministers in Britain and Ireland would echo Nick’s
comments on page 10 about the immense blessing of those
years in lecture rooms and libraries, laying a foundation for a life
of ministry. We are those to whom much has been entrusted.
We are also those from whom Jesus says much is expected.

Summer youth camps that laid a foundation. Older godly leaders who pointed the way. Ministry
internships that gave insight and experience. Conferences which stirred the heart. Bookshelves
full of volumes written in our language and for our culture. A laptop giving easy access to
thousands more affordable books and on which to write sermons.

That’s why we’re asking for partners to make the ‘best
investment’ for all continents and at all academic levels.

That’s not all – possibly the greatest investment came during the years set aside to study
theology. ‘You train for a life of ministry, so don’t take short cuts’ was the advice I was given and
able to follow, by the generosity of many. With my family, I enjoyed four rich years studying with
godly brothers and sisters from all over the world, under some of the best tutors in the country.

In June 2018 the Crosslinks BEST initiative (Bursaries Enabling
Strategic Training) supports 46 study partners from 18
countries. Each of these are actively engaged in theological
and ministry courses in 26 different colleges in 15 countries.
Of course, BEST is one of many ways of making theological
education accessible locally, but we know it is making a huge
difference to many thousands of Christians across the globe
who are affected by the ministries of those who receive
bursaries.

Churches have come to expect this level of training from a candidate applying for a pastoral
vacancy. The absence of a theological qualification on a CV would raise questions. There are
exceptions, but it is not normal for a prospective minister to have such gaps.
Or is it?
Normal is actually the 95% of pastors around the world with no formal theological education
at all. That equates to 2.3 million pastors with little or no training. Whilst only an estimate, the
unequal distribution of global Christian resources is unmissable. Where they are invested, it is
often in forms that are inaccessible or inappropriate for the majority.

We want to help buck the ‘95%’ trend and so we’re aiming to
double the number of Crosslinks study partners to over 100
by 2022, when we mark our own centenary. We work with our
mission partners to select study partners before linking them with
UK churches and individuals.

One region in Kenya, the size of England, has 15 active parishes, each with many
congregations and only 17 full-time clergy and a few evangelists. Life is fragile.
Ministry is fragile.

As you read on, please consider joining Crosslinks by helping
more people prepare for a life-time of ministry.

Even if the door to theological college opens, the circumstances in which students study
bring their own unique burdens. I recall a student in South Africa who handwrote his
essays by paraffin lamp, in his shack which struggled to withstand wind and rain. He had
no laptop or funds for books. He worked hard, but never complained. He graduated with
a Diploma in Theology and six years later was
ordained as a minister.

the unequal distribution of
global Christian resources
is unmissable.
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Jamie Read
Mission Partnerships Team Leader

It is unlikely this would have been achieved
without a generous bursary from a church
in Norfolk.
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Radomir and
Monika Jovetic

Some of our study partners

BEST
supports
46 study
partners
from 18
countries

Thomas Poette
Training for church leadership in the
Evangelical Baptist Church in France with
his placement moving to Marseille in the
summer of 2018. Thomas is studying a
two-year modular Research Masters in
Theology at Faculte Libre de Theologie
Evangelique, Paris. He needs £2,725
per academic year until June 2019 to
complete his studies.

Sindiso Tshuma
Involved in youth work and bible
teaching at Christ Church Hillbrow,
Johannesburg in South Africa. Sindiso
is studying on the distance learning
Bachelor in Theology course at the
South African Theological Seminary. He
needs £1,500 per academic year until the
end of 2019 to complete his studies.

Cecilia Mumbi
Training for youth and student ministry
with Zambia Fellowship of Evangelical
Students, Scripture Union and in her local
church. Cecilia is studying the three-year
Bachelor in Theology course at George
Whitefield College, South Africa. She
needs £2,200 per academic year until
the end of 2020 to complete her studies.
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Currently involved in youth ministry northwest of Novi Sad in Serbia and training
for church leadership and bible teaching.
Radomir and Monika are studying the
four-year Bachelors in Theological and
Biblical Studies course at the Baptist
Theological School, Novi Sad. They
require £410 each per academic year
until the end of June 2020 to complete
their studies.

Fidel Nyiruki
Programmes Director for iServe Africa in
Kenya. He oversees the apprenticeship
and other iServe programmes, including
the six-month gap year scheme and the
Utumishi Course for grassroots pastor
training. He has also recently been part
of a team that has planted GracePoint
Church, Kikuyu. Fidel is studying a threeyear, part-time Masters in Biblical Studies
course. He needs £2,800 per academic
year until the end of June 2020.

Get involved and help
more people prepare for
a life-time of ministry.
Could you partner with
one of these?
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?
get involved by sponsoring an
individual student or by giving
to the general bursary fund.
In Britain and Ireland, we take it for
granted that our church leaders have good
theological training and that much of this
is at tertiary level. Yet, in many parts of the
world, church leaders have very little, if any,
opportunity for training.
This has a knock-on effect: congregations
are left without consistent bible teaching,
discipleship and encouragement to evangelise.
But, to a large degree, the future of the
biblically faithful Church lies in the hands of
the global south. Is it not, then, our privilege to
ensure Christians in these and other counties
receive appropriate training? We are all world
Christians. By getting involved with the BEST
programme you can be investing in a few
people for the good of all of God’s people.
Let’s prayerfully, joyfully and generously
contribute to the on-going local efforts of God’s
people to make disciples of Jesus Christ in his
world today and into the future.
David Luckman
Ireland Team Leader
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My desire was
to deepen my
knowledge of
God through
the Scriptures
Felipe Chamy was a Crosslinks study partner in
Illinois, USA between 2014 and 2016. Chilean
by birth, he grew up in the capital city Santiago
where he became a Christian. We asked Felipe
how that happened…

Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfeild, Illinois to study for an
MA in theology and the New Testament. North America was the
easiest place for me to go – the on-campus housing meant that
I could take my wife and children with me. It was a privilege to
study under the guidance of leading scholars.’

‘I used to play rugby for the national team and I was in training for
the 1998 youth rugby world cup in France. But I didn’t make it - I
caught pneumonia and couldn’t go. I was devastated! Rugby was
my life…
‘Instead I was invited to a Christian youth retreat and I realised
there how much God loved me. A few days later, walking through
downtown Santiago, God convicted me of my sin and there
on the sidewalk I started crying so much that I had to leave my
friends and go home. This was the week I should have been in
France playing rugby for my country.

Now Felipe is back in Santiago and teaching at CEP and involved
in pastoral ministry at a local church. ‘For several years CEP
graduates have been ordained as church leaders in Chile. As
people like me are being better prepared for academic ministry,
CEP will be more able to cope with the demands of a growing
Church in need of well-trained pastors and gospel workers.’

‘Immediately I started going to church and the youth pastor there
made sure that I read the Bible with him. He did a great job of
discipling and encouraging me and after a year I was leading a
group with him, teaching the Bible for myself. I enjoyed opening
the Bible with newcomers and fellow Christians but thought that I
could be better trained. ‘
Felipe took a degree at the Center for Pastoral Studies (CEP)
in Santiago and was then selected by the Anglican Church in
Chile to study for further theological education. ‘My desire was
to deepen my knowledge of God through the Scriptures. The
Synod of the Anglican Church approved a plan for CEP graduates
to get deeper theological training in order to keep improving the
quality of training here. So with the help of BEST I went to Trinity
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Please pray for Felipe as he trains
church leaders in Chile. Thank God for
the churches and individuals who made
Felipe’s study possible and pray for such
partnerships to continue.
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Jesus said “Go and make disciples of all
nations.” We can’t all go everywhere but the
BEST programme offers the opportunity to be
involved in making disciples in many nations
without even leaving your house! What a
privilege to help others to be trained to take
the good news of Jesus to Africa, Asia, Europe
and South America. Mission and ministry is
tough and those going into it need the best
training possible. I was very blessed to be
able to spend four years studying at Oak Hill
College and have found it a tremendous help
in serving God through the local church. I’m
very keen to see others enabled to get the best
training they can and that’s why I’ve supported
the BEST programme for 10 years - and plan to
continue doing so. Jesus told us to invest our
resources wisely and this seems like a
top investment!
Rev Nick Jones
Rector of the Drung Group of Parishes
Republic of Ireland
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN GHANA

My passion is to be able to serve the
Lord in the area of discipleship. My
longing now is to be able to carry this
out on a wider scale across churches
and university campuses. Having seen
the benefits of proper discipleship in
my own life, I have a heavy burden to
disciple other young people so that we
can guarantee a better future for the
Church in Ghana, in the midst of the
many success-driven preachers.

George Whitefield College (GWC) is committed to training future
leaders of the Church from all over Africa. It has been a joy to partner
with Crosslinks over many years as they send students to us for
equipping in gospel ministry. Two current students come to mind
immediately.
I first met Augustine when he arrived as a first year student in January 2015.
I remember asking him where he came from and him telling me all about Ghana. It was
January in Cape Town, mid to high 20’s in temperature, but he still had a big jacket on.
Adapting to new climates is just a part of the cultural shift required by many students
coming to GWC.

–Augustine

Augustine got into his studies quickly and began to shine as a hardworking student and,
more than that, a faithful and godly man. As we got to know each other better he told me
about the man who had discipled him in Accra. He told me about the connections between
the university ministry there and the UK and how Crosslinks had made his study possible.
It was such an encouraging story of God’s grace and providence.
At the end of his first year of study, Augustine went back to Ghana for Christmas.
On returning to college he said how he had loved being able to catch up with the man
who had discipled him and tell him about the things he was learning. ‘You must study at
GWC too!’ was Augustine’s message to his mentor.
So what a great joy it was in 2017 when I finally met Mensah, Augustine’s mentor who
now was also enrolled at GWC. He arrived with his wife Sarah and their beautiful little
daughter. Mensah is an absolute delight to have in class. He is highly gifted, gracious,
humble, godly and intelligent. He’s the only person to have received 100% in his first year
Greek exam since I’ve been at the college!

I want to study theology because I
want do ministry and do it well. After I
complete this course, I plan to pioneer a
new phase of RELITE’s ministry in Ghana.
RELITE has been training University of
Ghana students in expository preaching,
discipleship and bible-handling skills for
a decade and I have been working with
them since 2011. We are planning on
opening a new centre in Kumasi, which
is the second major city in Ghana. I will
relocate with my family to Kumasi to
establish RELITE there.

Mensah is now in the second year of his studies, elected by his peers to the student
representative council. Augustine, having completed his Bachelor in Theology, has
returned again this year to further his studies by undertaking a post-graduate
honours year.
We are extremely grateful for their presence at the college and Crosslinks partners for
making these studies possible. I have great hopes for the ways in which God can
use both these men for his kingdom in Ghana.
Steve Rockwell
New Testament Faculty
George Whitefield College
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-Mensah
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Since 1815 the fighting men of Nepal, known
as the Gurkhas, have helped keep our peace in
Britain and Ireland. They have fought and died
for the crown and are known as the bravest
of the brave. When Crosslinks first accepted a
study partner from Nepal in 2014 we decided
this would be our opportunity to honour these
people by helping to give them the opportunity
to go deeper in their understanding of the
Christian faith. It is wonderful to be able
to help finance the training of Upendra
Upadhyaya and Ramkumar Budhathoki. Now
they have a much greater understanding of
the Bible. Study Partners do not have to adjust
to a new country or learn a new language they know their own people, culture and need
of the gospel. They are better equipped for
evangelism and discipleship and will be able
to spread the good news of God’s saving
grace in Nepal.
Dorothy Fleming
Mission correspondent for
Termoneeny and Desertmartin
Parishes in Northern Ireland
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Irene has spent the last 10 years working in
children’s ministry for a large church in Uganda.
Each Sunday there can be up to 1,500 children, taught by a team
of 50 volunteers. Last year, Irene met mission partner Rachael
Holyome and they began reading through Mark’s Gospel
together. Rachael was struck by Irene’s hunger to understand
God’s word more fully, her desire to apply it to her life and her
longing to be equipped to teach God’s word faithfully to both the
children and the 50 leaders she is responsible for.

I am loving my
classes at JBC and
am so thankful to
Crosslinks and those
who support the BEST
programme. Without
them, I would not
be able to be here!

Thanks to a Crosslinks bursary, Irene is currently attending Johannesburg Bible College
(JBC) in South Africa, where she is learning how to understand the truths of Scripture at a
deeper level. Irene is well-placed to benefit from training at JBC and, in turn, to serve the
church in Uganda.
Upon completion of her studies, Irene will be able to continue in her previous role, preparing
the lessons for the Sunday classes on a weekly basis. She will also distribute teaching
notes to 10 other churches, train their 50 teachers and teach children in a school
and church context multiple times a week. Just as Paul urges timothy, ‘and the
things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others’ (2 Timothy 2:2).
This is typical of the opportunities our study partners have. A small
investment in one individual can bear much fruit for the gospel.
Pray that Irene may be similarly able to pass on what she is learning.
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2018 DIARY DATES
29 July - 4 August 2018

9 June

Senior Camp

Crosslinks Mission Night 2018

Castlewellan Castle
12-17 year olds
12 - 18 August 2018

Junior Camp

Fivemiletown College
For those in P4-P7 from June 2018

Train up a child in the
way he should go; even
when he is old he will
not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6
Our aim at Crosslinks camps is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ and give each
one a vision for mission. Good training
is key to achieving this so camp leaders
receive training in God’s word before they
arrive. The camp itself provides a safe
place to put what they have learned into
practice with the support and guidance
of senior mentors. The campers receive
teaching as they look at what God is
saying in his word - as well as having
plenty of time for outdoor activities, craft,
challenges, drama, music and much more!

Knockbreda Parish Church, Belfast
7pm-9:30pm
Speaker: Chris Brown
12 June

Crosslinks Annual Meeting
St Botolph’s without Aldersgate,
London, EC1A 4EU
5pm
Speaker: Andy Harker
7-10 October

Crosslinks Prayer Conference
Swanwick, Derbyshire
Bible readings: Paddy Benson
13 October

Day Mission Conference
London
Speaker: Robin Weekes

For full details of all these events
see crosslinks.org/events

For leader applications and camper
booking go to crosslinks.org/camps
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Get Involved
Crosslinks enables people to
take part in God’s mission to
bring salvation to the ends
of the earth. We do this by
encouraging every Christian
to get involved. Whoever you
are and wherever you’re from,
Crosslinks can help you play
your part in God’s plan for
the world.

London office
251 Lewisham Way
London SE4 1XF
+44 (0)20 8691 6111
info@crosslinks.org

Belfast office
32 Montgomery Road
Belfast BT6 9HL
+44 (0)28 9079 6028
ireland@crosslinks.org

/bcmsCrosslinks
@bcmsCrosslinks

crosslinks.org

If you would like extra copies of this newsletter, or would rather receive it by email, please
contact the Mission Partnership Team on 020 8691 6111 or email contact@crosslinks.org.
If you would prefer not to receive future issues, please let Crosslinks know.
This publication is also available at crosslinks.org/resources/publications.
Registered Charity No. 1164474
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