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Monnth and YearA

Just as the blossom is blooming in springtime Britain, the autumnal chill is
creeping up on us here in Lomas. We’ve had to dig out a jumper or two
already. But, without any further ado, let’s share the BIG news first.
BIG NEWS
We’re expecting another baby!!! Due around 25th September, Argentine
Baby will help us complete our ABC of children (we already have British
and Chilean). If we ever tell you we’re moving to Denmark, you’ll know
why.
In the midst of celebrating the new little one, we’ve had a slight concern over the
Zika virus. Zika is a mosquito-transmitted virus that has been spreading in South America, particularly Brazil, in the last
few months. The reason it’s a concern is that it is possibly linked to microcephaly in new-born babies. Happily, we are
quite far south and there have been no instances of Zika outside the northern provinces. It has, however, made us feel
very much for pregnant women in infected areas and the impact it is having in the whole of South America. Please pray
for the people who are affected and for wisdom as health authorities seek to curb its growth.

500 Days of Summer
Happy campers up a mountain

This is how we do chicken

Summer really does seem to have gone on and on! We
spent two weeks of it in a wonderfully named place called
Los Cocos, in Cordoba, staying up ridiculously late
(sometimes til 4am!) and meeting youth from all over
Argentina, including some lovely, familiar faces from
Tucumán (where I used to work). This was the Anglican
youth camp, with the aim of encouraging and spurring on
young Christians in their faith.
Andrew worked alongside one of the Anglican pastors on
the teaching programme and they looked at the theme of
discipline and training in Christian life in the main talks
and Hebrews 12 in their group bible studies. There were
also different workshops each day with a more practical
element, like singing, art, drama or a cross-fit work out.
Overall we all had a great time, and many were left with
the challenge of counting the cost of being Jesus’ disciple
and what that might mean back at school, at uni or at
home.
Ater the youth camp, we stayed on for a few more days to
share in an informal church retreat with some families
from the church in Mendoza. We don’t know whether we
will end up in Mendoza in the long term, but it was a
lovely time to share with a church family of whom we are
very fond. And not just because they really know how to
do a good barbecue.

Summer has also been a time to see how the new Argentine president, Mauricio Macri, has been mixing
things up. One good thing is that he scrapped the unofficial dollar exchange rate, so it makes things a lot
simpler financially for us. We’ve also had time to get to know our neighbours better, enjoy two lovely
weddings and try to think and plan for the next few months. The year starts here in March, so it was good to
have some time to breathe before the more hectic months began.

Maia at Kinder
One of the big changes in the last month has been that Maia has joined a kindergarten (preschool). In the end, she ended up getting a space at a local private school, not the State
kinder we’d previously thought she’d go to. She goes for four hours each morning and,
despite the smiling face in the photo, it has been a big challenge for all of us. For any threeyear old it’s going to be daunting starting kinder, but imagine it in a different language. And
imagine that talking is your favourite thing to do… We’re really thankful that after a
disastrous first week, things have improved remarkably, but the language barrier continues to
be a huge struggle for Maia. Please pray for her and for us as we try to help her with Spanish
without exasperating or overwhelming her too much. For us it’s been difficult too, as we see
our, very confident, little girl tragically pleading with us not to send her to school!
On the positive side, it does open up opportunities to get to know parents and teachers and to
get an inside look at school culture in Argentina. It also helps Maia to get in touch with her
very distant Scottish roots, as there seems to be a bit of an obsession with tartan uniforms.
Culture Column
• In Argentina it’s usual to have 4 meals a day:
breakfast, lunch, tea (meriendas) and evening
meal. The last meal would normally be eaten
around 9-11pm.
• Average amount of meat calculated per person for
a barbecue: half a kilo
• Average number of flavours of ice cream you can
choose from in our local heladaría: 36
• Average weekday bedtime for children from
Maia’s class: 10pm (after dinner)
• Average weekday wake-up time for children from
Maia’s class: 6.30am

The importance of prayer
After talking with some friends at church the other day,
we were struck by the fact that you can always fill your
day with more ministry, more meetings, more nappy
changes. But this ministry is one of the word and
prayer. Without the prayer, it’s just activism. So, as
this new year kicks off, we would like to be more
intentionally prayerful for all the people and ministries
we work with. Please pray that in all our endeavours
we would be prayerfully dependent, knowing that
prayer is not wasted time but that it puts our trust
firmly in the Lord’s work and not our own.

Prayer and praise
!

Praise God for our time in Cordoba over the summer. Please do pray that the word of God would
bear fruit in the lives of the young people who went and that they, and we, would be willing to count
the cost of being disciples of Jesus.

!

Please pray for us as we grapple with cultural differences (especially with timings!) and for patience and
grace when we struggle with the late hours and sleep deprivation!

!

Please pray for wisdom with Maia and how to help her with her Spanish. Pray that we would be
loving and patient with her and that she would grow to enjoy speaking a new language.

!

Praise the Lord for provision for our flat with some bookshelves and a futon! Hurrah! Visitors now
welcome. (Book before September.) Praise God that we’ve been able to enjoy having bible studies and
people over for dinner in a slightly more comfortable environment.

!

Praise God for the new baby on the way. Please pray that we would find a doctor we trust for the
whole birth process and that the pregnancy would continue to go well.

!

Do pray on for our visa application which is a long, drawn out and expensive process. Pray that the
documents we need would come together in time for our next visa appointment.

As we reflect back on our first six months here, we have so much to be grateful for, but also we’re regaining
a sense of the enormity of the challenge that faces us. There is a huge harvest field, but the work will be slow
and arduous and only exacerbated by cultural challenges that continue to niggle, even though we knew about
many of them already. If the gospel is true and, as we’ve been reminded at Easter, Christ is risen indeed, then
the gospel is worth our all, but we are so quick to forget that. We are feeble and weak by ourselves and so
easily discouraged, but the Lord is with us and he listens and answers when we pray. Thank you so much for
your prayers, we do need them so very much.
Lots of love,
Andrew, Bethanie, Maia, Emilio and ? xxxxx
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